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The mission and 
purpose of the Bluebird 
Restoration Association 
of Wisconsin, Inc. is to 
monitor and increase the 
production of Eastern 
Bluebirds and other native 
cavity nesters through 
a coordinated statewide 
nest box construction and 
monitoring program.

were some of the boxes used. One 
was an original Bauldry box with 
the very deep style of a Hill Lake, 
along with the trademark 3 inch 
screened roof opening and a thick 
“predator guard” attached to the 
entrance hole. (See photo, page 5.)
  Well, in contemplating where 
we’ve come from and where we 
want to go… I have to admit, 
change has been good for us blue-
birders here in Wisconsin. In a 
relatively short amount of time, we 
have taken the steps necessary to 
increase our bluebird population 
to – I’m again predicting – 30,000 
bluebirds in 2010. 
  Whether those changes have been 
in our thinking relative to habitat, 
or nestbox design, or spacing, or 
box-pairing (NOT!!!), or mount-
ing systems, or food supply, or 
whatever – the real winners are our 
beloved bluebirds. We’ll see new 
ideas, new points and counter-
points, agreements and disagree-
ments. But if the end result is a bet-
ter “mouse trap”, I’m all for it. 

“Nature always wears 
the colors of the spirit.”
          – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Nest Box Quick Fix
By Pat Ready
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When a squirrel or woodpecker en-
larges the entrance of your nest box 
don’t despair. Here’s a simple solu-
tion. Take a scrap piece of wood and 
cut a proper oval hole. I use a 1-1/8” 
Forster’s drill bit in my drill press 
(#1). Cut 2 holes offset so the top and 
bottom are 2-1/4”. This will give you 
an “8” shape (#2). Center the oval 
under the bit and drill out the excess 

from the middle (#3). File the sides 
smooth (#4) and mount it to the front 
of your damaged box. (See pic below)
  This will prevent cowbirds and star-
lings from using the box.

We’ve come a long way . . .
continued from page 5
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