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Predator Guard Using Multi-Flora Rose Stems 
  About six years ago while out monitoring my birdhouses, I saw some nesting material 
on the roof of one of the houses that had a bluebird with five eggs. It made me sick. A 
raccoon had gotten to the eggs and nest. You never want to see that happen. We had 
been wrapping multi-flora rose brambles around all the PVC posts that had a house 
with bluebird eggs in them. But I had forgotten that one. 
  Ever since that episode, I’ve made sure that as soon as that first egg is laid, fresh 
multi-flora rose gets wrapped around post. We haven’t lost anymore bluebirds or eggs 
to raccoons or cats. 
  The thorns on the multi-flora rose brambles are long and hooked. We secure the stems 
to the post with cable ties. Pictured is one of my birdhouses with the predator guard. It 
works for my birdhouses. Or you could put barbed wire around the post to keep those 
predators away.
							       Joan Liechty 
							       Watertown, WI  

Preventing box slipping

This is a note in reference to an article on page 8 of Wisconsin Bluebird, Winter 2010.  In 
the article about Not All EMT Straps Are Created Equal by Bob Tamm, I have another 
simple suggestion to make to keep the bird houses from sliding down the conduit post.
 
First off, I go to the local well repair man (He loves bluebirds too) and he gives me used 
21ft well pipe and I cut them into 7ft pieces.  I also use straps to mount the house to the 
pipe and then simply screw a block of wood to the back of the bird house as a stop-
per.  Even if the straps are loose the house cannot slide down the pipe.  On each of my 
30 some nests, I have out on my trail, I am using the 7ft pieces of well pipe as posts and 
the block as a stopper to keep the house from sliding down.  Please see the attached 
picture of one of my houses.
 
Charlie Bergsten
Douglas County

New BRAW Members
John Layton – Egg Harbor TWP, NJ
Rick Pertile – Minneapolis, MN
August Felker – Middleton – Gift Sub from Gordon Clark
Jeff & Catherine Merritt – Pulaski
Mid-Vallee Golf Course – DePere – Gift Sub from John & Cindy Loehlein
Roland Fredericks – Appleton
Don Walrath – Necedah
Tom Davis – Dubuque, IA
Len Felder – Wheaton, IL
Dean Hodsdon – Stevens Point
Charles Hollenberger – Greenbush
Kris Knoepke – Mount Horeb – Gift Sub from Pam & Craig Heilman
Michael Kieffer – Green Bay – Gift Sub from Gene Birr
Thomas Myers – Burlington
Kelly O’Hanlon – Saxeville
Jill Greco – Racine – Gift Sub from Jane Arnold
Newport Wilderness Society – Ellison Bay – New Life members!

Donations – 
$100 – Dr. Tim Freeman - Hobart
$50 – Rock Valley Garden Center, Rockford, Ill, for presentation on blue-
birds by Harv Kucaba, Rock Co. Coordinator

Tom Koch holding a stick with 2 BBs.

My what big feet you have!
Photo sent in by Lynn Dodge.




