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  Doris and I actively monitor 88 
bluebird houses on our Iowa Co. 
property and have been doing so 
for several years. (We also monitor 
10 houses on property in LaFayette 
Co. that was developed w/USFWS 
Partners Program). We are active in 
BRAW and serve as Co. Coordinators 
for Iowa Co. We keep quite extensive 
records of bluebirds as well as other 
songbird species and submit survey 
summaries to BRAW at the end of 
each nesting season. 
  While attending this years annual 
meeting at the Kickapoo Reserve on 
Sept. 19, we heard Rick King, the 
refuge biologist at Necedah speak 
on “The Restoration of Red-headed 
Woodpeckers at NNWR.” Among 
other things, his data showed that 
Red Headed woodpeckers plus other 
songbirds including bluebirds density 
increased with successive burns in 
the project area. My observation on 

our property was that the 5 BB houses 
located at the base of the proposed 
project area were some of our most 
productive houses (#70-#75). The 
lower part of this project was cleared 
as part of a WHIP project 8-10 years 
ago (est.) (Andy Walsh-NRCS, Iowa 
Co.). We had been burning the 
lower part of this project and started 
burning both the prairie and the 
woods 4-5 years ago to try to control 
re-sprout of buckthorn and autumn 
olive that we had cleared from most 
of the area. I dug a bit deeper into our 

data and compiled the following.	
  Bluebird productivity at 3 fledging/
house is “good” but 5 or more is 
considered excellent. The habitat 
for houses #71-75 must really be 
excellent. 
  +Trappers took lots of raccoons and 
opossum during the fall of 2006 and we 
had minimum predator raiding of houses 
in 2007. 
  ++We monitor for other songbirds but 
since they did not use the 5 houses at the 
base of the project area, I did not include 
them in the stats.

2,197 Songbirds 
Fledged in 2009
By Mark and Sue Martin and  
Pat Ready
  Thanks to over 25 volunteers, 2,197 
songbirds fledged from 23 Madison 
Audubon Society nest box trails. 
Two new trails were added and nest 
box numbers increased from 329 to 
453. These numbers do not include 
Tree Swallow boxes at Faville Grove 
Sanctuary that are cleaned out at the 
end of the nesting season.  Last year 
1,574 birds fledged from 329 nest 
boxes.   
  Twelve of the trails are in ideal 
Eastern Bluebird habitat and over-
all 860 bluebirds fledged.  Richard 
Knutsen’s trail at the DNR’s Poynette 
Game Farm produced a record of 208 
bluebirds or 5 per nest box.  Brian 
Doverspike and Becky Anderson also 
had four bluebirds per box on a trail 
at the Unimin property near Portage. 
One bird box was used by a family 
of flying squirrels that raised three 
young. Unlike last year, Brian and 

Becky did not have any problems with 
black bears destroying nest boxes.
Curt and Arlys Caslvaka monitored 
a trail at the Pope Farm Park west of 
Middleton.  Mara McDonald from 
UW-Madison placed color bands 
on all the bluebirds and about half 
of the Tree Swallows. The plan is to 
band birds for two more years to help 
determine site fidelity and return 
rates. 
  Nine trails are in ideal Tree Swallow 
habitat. At Goose Pond there were 
problems with raccoon predation on 
three of the five trails with high pre-
dation on 28 nest boxes that Laurie 
Armstrong monitors. Our guess is 
that when a raccoon learns that nest 
boxes contain eggs/young  they check 
all boxes they find. Laurie’s 28 boxes 
east of Goose Pond Road had 17 Tree 
Swallows fledge while 16 boxes west 
of Goose Pond Road monitored by 
Mark and Sue had 72 Tree Swallows 
fledge. This year we added PVC to the 
pipes but still had predation problems 
and now we are checking into other 
types of predator guards.
  Jim Goodno checked 60 Tree 

Swallow and 60 Wood Duck boxes at 
Zeloski Marsh (part of the Lake Mills 
State Wildlife Area) that provides 
excellent swallow and Wood Duck 
habitat. Two boxes were placed back 
to back on each post. Jim found 59 
Tree Swallow nests in the swallow 
boxes and 8 swallow nests in Wood 
Duck boxes.
  Sally and Dick Keyel with assistance 
from Kent Hall (Mr. Bluebird) moni-
tored a new 28 box trail at the Sun 
Prairie Golf Course.  They enjoyed 
checking the boxes from a golf cart 
and golfers enjoyed seeing bluebirds 
and looked forward to seeing the 
Keyels doing their weekly checks.  
Sally and Dick moved some boxes to 
avoid House Sparrow problems but 
ended up fledging 111 songbirds.  
  Thanks again to Jerry Martin who 
made and donated 103 high-quality, 
cedar nest boxes. Also thanks to 
Kent Hall, director with the Bluebird 
Restoration Association of Wisconsin, 
who again provided assistance with 
our bird trails.

Year	 Total BB Fledged	 BB Fledged/house	 BB #70-#75	 BB F/H #70-75

2009	 276	 3.1	 36	 7.2

2008	 258	 2.9	 33	 6.6

2007 +	 334	 3.8	 36	 7.2

2006	 263	 3.0	 27	 5.4

2005	 210	 2.4	 22	 4.4

-----	 			 

2002	 161	 1.8	 NA	 NA




