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Gaard PVC box is an ineffective producer 
of bluebirds 
By Kent Hall
  In the Spring, 2009, issue of Wisconsin Bluebird, Pgs. 5 & 6, I published an 
article that was critical
of the Gary Gaard PVC box (3”) as a producer of bluebirds in a 2008 experi-
ment.  Gary argued that the design of my experiment was wrong and that I 
should place the boxes in House Sparrow (HOSP) prone habitat at the start of 
the season to get better results.
  In the 2009 season I did just that.  In fact, in the fall of 2008 I placed 19 boxes 
in areas that had been nuisance problems for HOSP’s in the recently completed 
season so they would be ready to go at the start of the 2009 season.  Table 1 
compares songbird production in them to all other nest boxes placed for the 
season.
  Here were the results:

Once again, there were no HOSP nests in PVC boxes, just as in 2008.  The 1)	
Gaard PVC nest box was 100% effective in preventing HOSP nesting!
Bluebird production was reduced from 4.7 in wooden boxes to 2.42 in PVC 2)	
boxes (-48.5% vs.

      -73.8% last season).
Tree Swallow production increased from 0.9 to 1.53 in PVC nest boxes 3)	
compared to wooden boxes (+138% compared to only +38% increase last 
season). 

  All data trends are the same in the 2008 and 2009 season: Gary Gaard PVC 
boxes: 1) eliminate HOSP nesting  2) decrease bluebird production and 3) 
increase Tree Swallow (TRES)production.  These results are consistent with tests 
of 6” PVC boxes at Ft. McCoy and the nest box trail at Hunt Hill Audubon in 
Washburn Co.  On the basis of these results I strongly urge people to use wooden, 
not pvc nest boxes, to increase bluebird production and decrease TRES  production.
  But is there an explanation for the lack of occupancy by bluebirds and the 
increased occupancy of TRES’s?  I think the explanation is cold, springtime tem-
peratures and the lack of insulation in PVC boxes.  In Table 1, the “Occupancy 
in April” column shows that PVC boxes were occupied in the cold month of 
April only about ¼ as much as wooden boxes.  This means that PVC boxes do 
not produce as many broods for the season as do wooden boxes (only 35% as 
much: Fledged Double Brood Column).  Moreover, if PVC boxes are less likely 
to be occupied in April by bluebirds, they are more likely to be occupied by 
migrating Tree Swallows in May, the explanation for the large increase in Tree 
Swallows fledged in PVC compared to wooded boxes.

Bottom line is: “If you want to increase bluebird production, use wooden, not 
PVC boxes”.

	 SPECIES	 Fledglings	 Fledglings	 Fledged	 Occupancy
		  Per Box 	 Per Box	 Double	 in April
		  (PVC)	 (Entire Trail)	 Broods	

	 HOSP	 None	 ------------	 -----------	 ----------

	 EABL	 2.42	 4.70	 16% PVC vs	 21% (PVC) vs

				    46% (Trail)	 83% (Trail)

	 TRES	 1.53	 0.90	 -----------	 ----------

BRAW Needs 
Monitors 
By Kent Hall
  As the Annual Report by Dunn & 
Hall shows, BRAW members report-
ed on over 1,300 more nest boxes in 
2009 than 2008.  We expect to add 
nearly 800 more for the 2010 season, 
but will need to add even more to 
reach our goal of 30,000 fledglings by 
2011.
  So, here is where you can help.  If 
you are currently monitoring a trail 
of 10 boxes, add another 3-5 If you 
have a trail of 20, add a few more.  
But if you do not have a trail at all 
and would like to develop one, con-
tact me (715-344-8081/kentsue@char-
ter.net) and I can arrange to visit you 
and explore habitat where you live.  
BRAW can help you install boxes and 
mounting posts at no cost to you—all 
you have to do is monitor the nest 
boxes and turn in the results to me on 
a Form 21 at the end of the season.
  Right now we have trail sites avail-
able at Ft. McCoy, Monroe Co., VA 
Hospital grounds in Tomah, Monroe 
Co., Rockton/Ontario area, Vernon 
Co., , Legend at Bergamont in 
Oregon, Dane Co., Edelweiss Chalet 
GC & Argue-ment GC, New Glarus 
in Green Co. and along Hwy. 22 sw 
of Waupaca, Waupaca Co.  If you live 
near these areas, contact me and per-
haps we can work out a monitoring 
site/schedule for you.
  The quickest and easiest way to 
establish a trail is to do one on a golf 
course.  Right now, BRAW monitors
have trails on over 40 golf courses, 
but there are over 400 in Wisconsin.  
If there is a golf course near you that 
does not have a trail on it that you 
might be interested in exploring, 
contact me with the name of the 
Manager and Greens Superintendent.  
I will contact them and if they seem 
interested, I will ask to visit and pre-
view the course (you will be invited 
to go with me).  
  So, we need more bluebird moni-
tors.  Will you help?

Table 1.  Prevention of House Sparrow Occupancy by Gary Gaard PVC 
Boxes: 2009 Season (19 boxes)




