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About the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) 

 

CRP is a land conservation program administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). In 

exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 

environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and plant species that will 

improve environmental health and quality. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are from 10 

to15 years in length. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish valuable land 

cover to help improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife 

habitat. 

Signed into law by President Ronald Reagan in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private -

lands conservation program in the United States. Thanks to voluntary participati on by 

farmers and landowners, CRP has improved water quality, reduced soil erosion, and 

increased habitat for endangered and threatened species.  

 

BRAW’s Concern             

The CRP does not clearly define “structure”.  This raises questions about  the inability to deploy 

Bluebird nest boxes on land participating in the Conservation Reserve Program.  This becomes a 

concern for BRAW because deployment of nest boxes on protected is specifically done for 

conservation of the Eastern Bluebird in Wisconsin. 

Our President, Steve Sample, drafted and sent a letter to Senator Tammy Baldwin requesting her to 

ask The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to clarify the term “Structure”.  Specifically, 

to ensure that the term “structure” does not include or apply to native bird boxes, and to notify Farm 

Service Agency (FSA ) Offices to stop prohibiting their placement on CRP land. 

Click here to see/read President Sample’s letter to Senator Baldwin. 

If interested, please join BRAW’s effort in this matter by writing to Senator Baldwin expressing your 

concern and the importance of not restricting the placement of native bird boxes on CRP land.  After 

all, it’s all about land and wildlife conservation and the two go hand-in-hand. 
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