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Nest in Peace Program Started by BRAW

Gene Kroupa

Wisconsin (BRAW) kicked off its Nest in
Peace Program this year to get more bluebird
nestboxes put up in rural and small town cemeteries.

The Bluebird Restoration Association of

According to President Steve Sample, “Besides being
quiet, graveyards offer a lot of advantages for both
bluebirds and monitors.” Among those he cited are:

¢ Easy Installation. Open, grassy habitat makes it
easy to install nestbox poles, plus bluebirds have
ready access to insects in the short grass. Nearby
crop fields and pastures provide added food
and water sources.

> Convenient Access. Older monitors and those
with disabilities can drive near and walk to
nestboxes, as most cemeteries have a drive-
through and -around lane.

¢ Suitable Setting. Cemeteries are a good
option for setting up a mini-trail to introduce
newcomers to bluebirding. They can check their
boxes in a few minutes. An experienced monitor
can help with the setup and explain procedures.

e Create Awareness. We create awareness of our
organization by putting identification tags with
our logo, person to contact, and website address
information on the nestboxes. These tags also
seem to reduce theft and vandalism.

BRAW is able to provide free nestboxes for the
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program courtesy of the Carol McDaniel Legacy
Fund. Since donors are frequently concerned about
how their donations will be used, the Nest in Peace
effort gives them one more option for giving.

The committee directing the Nest in Peace program
for BRAW consists of Gene Birr, chair of the county
coordinators committee; Gene Kroupa, a director and
PR committee chair; and Sheila & Craig Beyer, county
coordinators with long-time experience in placing
nestboxes in cemeteries.

Here is some advice the Beyers offer for getting
started based on their erecting and monitoring
nestboxes in 24 cemeteries located in Waupaca and
neighboring counties.

= Permission. Rarely do cemeteries have any
contact numbers posted. “However, getting
permission from the cemetery association,
township or a church is usually not a problem,”
noted Sheila. “If you have trouble finding the
right person via an internet search, just call a
local funeral home and they can usually help
you.” She also said that putting up nestboxes
without permission, especially by very old
graves or along property borders and lanes, has
never drawn a complaint.

e Proper Siting. “It's best to not put too many
nestboxes in a single cemetery,” advised Craig.
“Fewer nestboxes is better, while more is
counterproductive. Keep boxes 100 yards or
more apart and not too close to trees and bushes.
We don’t put up boxes where cemeteries are in
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