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BRAW Bluebird Box Requirements
 



Introduction:  

The mission of the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin is to fledge as many bluebirds as possible in our state.  A key to this success is in our ability to provide suitable boxes that optimize the survival of eggs laid in them.  Based on our research and community success, we believe the North American Bluebird Society (NABS) boxes are of the best design to achieve this goal.  Bluebird boxes that we have built and put in the field must be NABS boxes with the specific design aspects listed. 
 
Materials:  

Boxes must be made of solid wood of ¾” thickness, or greater.  This wood should be cedar or pine, with redwood and other weather resistant species acceptable. All pieces need to be held together using rust resistant screws, with Phillips or Torx drive heads.  No coatings, such as paint or stain, should be applied.  
 
Dimensions:  

Boxes need to have interior dimensions of 4” x 5” x 7” high.  Variations of these numbers up to 1” are acceptable.  The access hole can be a diameter of 1 ½” , or a 1 ⅜” diameter hole elongated to no more than 2”.   
 
Construction:

 The top must be sloped at least 10 degrees and project over the front by at least 3” and project over the sides by at least ½”.  The bottom must be recessed by at least ½”.  The right side panel (when facing the box) must swing downward for easy access to the interior and be held closed by a nail, screw or other suitable item.  A method of ventilating the box must be provided that can be easily opened and closed as weather requires.  A screw to hold a Van Ert trap must be installed below the hole on the inside.  The box should accept clamps or U-bolts for attachment to a pole or post. 
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