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	Organized in 1986, BRAW’s volunteer officers and members generously donate thousands of hours annually to ensure that bluebirds and other cavity nesters survive and thrive in Wisconsin.  An affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society, it has been honored nationally for its bluebird conservation and research efforts.  Here are key things that BRAW does: 

1. Creates awareness of the challenges faced by cavity nesting birds.  In 1964 there were only an estimated 600 nesting bluebird pairs left in the state.  Each year BRAW members’ nest boxes alone fledge thousands of bluebirds, plus numerous tree swallows, chickadees and other birds.

2. Educates state residents about building, locating, maintaining and monitoring nest boxes.  BRAW’s 900 members who maintain and monitor over 7,000 nest boxes throughout the state bring a wealth of experience to those wanting to learn how to do it.  BRAW’s County Contacts facilitate these efforts, plus serve as “go to” help sources.  

3. Distributes free nest boxes for the establishment of new bluebird trails and refreshment of established trails.  Over the last two years, nearly 1,000 nest boxes, along with the mounting poles and predators, have been distributed through its Trail Builder, Nest in Peace Cemetery, Carol McDaniel Memorial and Nest Box Replacement programs.

4. Serves as an online resource for organizations and individuals to obtain information about bluebirds.  Our website www.BRAW.org supplies a wide array of useful resources.  Google Search lists it as a key source of information about developing bluebird nest box trails.

5. Conducts seminars and workshops to promote building, monitoring and maintaining nest box trails.  From garden expos to bird seed store seminars to school workshops, BRAW members spend hours in face-to-face contact with the public.

6. Keeps members informed via a quarterly newsletter Wisconsin Bluebird, social media, emails, and an Annual Convention that features informative speakers.  Networking focuses on sharing best practices for nesting success and practical experience.

7. Speaks for birds.  While not lobbyists, its officers and Board of Directors publicly voice BRAW’s opinion about issues that impact birds, especially cavity nesters.  For example, with help from the North American Bluebird Society and elected representatives, BRAW was able to get Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) properties in Wisconsin opened for erecting bluebird nest boxes.

8. Supports research.  BRAW provides funds for field research that helps improve nest box design, as well as refines management tools to increase fledgling production.  Current studies have looked at use of wren guards and skylight nest boxes to discourage House Sparrows. Data submitted by members are analyzed for trends and insights about annual bluebird production.

